The Six Nations Iroquois played a crucial role for the British during the Seven Years' War by relaying important information, guarding posts, and defending borders. This paper analyzes four main primary sources published by men in direct contact
Their new
European neighbours then influenced the creation of subdivisions within each of the five nations as they split into Francophile, Anglophile, or neutral factions. The Anglophile groups formed the Covenant Chain with the government of New York in 1677, and eventually with Virginia and New England as well. 4 In 1701, these factions came together and drew a truce, and the Five Nations' diplomats made a peace treaty with the French at Montreal and renewed their Covenant Chain with the English. According to Anderson, "these agreements, known as the Grand Settlement of 1701, preserved the Five Nations' independence and inaugurated a new era of neutrality in Iroquois diplomacy." 5 The Tuscaroras migrated into the upper Susquehanna Valley and joined as the sixth nation in 1722. 6 Although the Six Nations chose neutrality for the most part during the Seven Years' War, their active participation began in September of 1753, when Tanaghrisson, Historian Timothy Shannon has explained that Iroquois warriors went to war to gain trophies and goods, to assert their manhood, and to gain captives to replace lost members of their communities.
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Thus, large--scale battles that cost the Iroquois high numbers of casualties, such as that at Lake George, defeated the purpose of fighting in the Seven Years' War. Furthermore, losing Theyanoguin, a prominent Mohawk leader, would have made the war much less appealing.
The Six Nations' active involvement in the war did, however, increase in 1759. Anderson argued that Onondaga representatives offered Johnson military aid against Fort Niagara due to their growing fear of the Delawares and Shawnees creating an independent Indian confederacy in the west. 12 Shannon, however, attributed the transition from neutrality to active contribution to a deepening reliance on the political and other benefits that the British offered such as clothing, rewards for scalps, medicine, and other provisions. 13 He also wrote that they mercilessly tortured him with beatings and fire, and dried his silent tears by applying burning coals and sticks on his cheeks with "a deal of monstrous Pleasure and Satisfaction." 27 The language used to describe the Six Nations, or all North American Indians, evidences that not all British people perceived these allies in the same manner. The views of Smith and Williamson were especially contradictory, yet both articulated their opinions with great certainty. The British opinion of the Six Nations' military capability was equally disparate. The four men viewed the Six Nations Iroquois as capable warriors, but ascribed their wartime success to different factors. Though Smith argued that they were peace--lovers, he also wrote that "at the same Time, they are, perhaps, the fiercest and boldest Warriors, on the face of the Earth."
28 He attributed this ferocity to their "Spirit of Heroism" and "Love of Liberty," and argued that their wartime practices were "not inferior to the Honours of a Roman Yet, he also commented on the fact that their independence relied on there being more than one European power in North America, implying that their status as independents was not inevitably permanent.
Similarly, Johnson acknowledged that the Six Nations were not simply another British regiment. Johnson conducted diplomacy with Britain's Indigenous allies on a nation--to--nation basis and addressed them as "brethren," which according to historian Jon Parmenter, signified a relationship between equals. 46 Even though Johnson tried to convince the surviving Mohawk to stay after suffering high casualties at Lake George, he let them leave, which appears to be evidence of Johnson's acknowledgement that the Iroquois fought on their own terms. 47 However, while
Johnson seems to have viewed the Six Nations as independent, when speaking to the Iroquois sachems, he referred to King George II of Great Britain as "your Father the great king, who has nothing more at heart than the safety and welfare of you his faithful children."
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Johnson may have viewed the Six Nations as equals to the colonists and British troops, but he seems to have understood his Indigenous allies as being subjects of Britain. It is evident that not all British officials saw the Six Nations as regular recruits as Shirley had, as Lee saw them as far from dependent. Additionally, at least in Johnson's case, there seems to have been a grey area between dependent and independent regarding the status of the Six Nations during the war.
The lives of these four men exemplify the dramatically different views the British held of their Indigenous allies and how their experiences and agendas influenced these perceptions. For instance, Lee married the daughter of White Thunder, a Seneca chief, and was
